LEICESTER NETBALL LEAGUE

SUMMER LEAGUE RULES 2013
Stages 1 and 2
1.
All players of LNL affiliated clubs must be affiliated to the England Netball (EN).
2.
All teams entering the League and League Tournaments must have a named qualified umpire or a nominated person who has attended a Beginners Umpiring Course and will cover all commitments for that club.  

3.
All League matches will be played at Soar Valley College, between 7.00 pm and 9.25 pm. On a Tuesday OR Thursday evening. 

4.
Each team in the League will play every team in their division once and then play everyone in their revised group once.  Section matches will be 1-hour duration.  Punctuality is important but one minute will be allowed for lateness if a good reason is given.  Matches will consist of 4 quarters of 15 minutes each quarter.  There will be a 3 minutes break between quarters.  

5.
All players are asked to be on court at the time stated for their match.  Each team must have at least 5 players, in order to start the match. Captains should have previously tossed and informed the umpires of the first centre pass.  If a team is late or has less than 5 players at any point during the match, the points will be awarded to the opposing team.  The offending team will pay all court cost’s unless a friendly is played.
6.
If neither team has a minimum of 5 players on court when the match is due to start, the points for that match are cancelled unless BOTH teams have a minimum of 5 players within 10 minutes of the scheduled time for the start of the match.  At this time if they both wish, the match can be played and the points scored.

7.
All matches commencing AFTER the first 10 minutes must be friendly matches with no points being awarded to either team.  Both teams must pay court costs.
8.
Where a club has more than one team in the League, no 1st team player may play for a lower team; no 2nd team player may play for a lower team etc. etc.  Lower team players however may play for 1 higher team, BUT NOT MORE THAN ONCE DURING THE SEASON.  Playing for a higher team means for the whole of the match or part thereof.

9.
Checks will be made and penalties incurred for the infringement of Rule 8.  Permanent team changes can be allowed during the year, i.e. higher team players dropping to a lower team, but not within the last 3 weeks of the season.  The League Secretary should be notified immediately of any changes in writing.

10.
Clubs with more than one team in the League must submit a list of each team's players to Results Secretary, (Jayne Tate) on the first evening of play.

11.
Any player changing clubs during the Summer League must inform the League Secretary (Julie Hunt) in writing of their intentions. Players may only change clubs once during the Summer League.  Secondary Affiliation need not be paid.

12.
Once a player has changed clubs they will be eligible to play in matches for their new club.  They MAY NOT however, play in any further matches for their old club for the duration of the League.  If a player does play again for their old club during the League, the match will be forfeit and the points awarded to the opposing team.

13.
If a team withdraws from the League before the end of the League, ALL points scored from games already played will be lost.  All goals scored for and against will also be deducted.

14.
All team players MUST wear uniform netball kit, i.e. all wear the same colour shirt, bibs and skirt or shorts.  An Individual may wear tracksuit trousers instead of a skirt or shorts provided they are the same colour as the skirt or shorts.  If not of the same colour the umpires have the right to insist that a skirt or shorts be worn over the top of the tracksuit trousers before a player is allowed to participate in the match.

15.
Clubs are asked to take particular note of the rules regarding bibs.  EN rules require bibs to be marked FRONT AND BACK.  The offending team will forfeit the game if not adhered to.

16.
Players are reminded to take note of the EN rules regarding fingernails and the wearing of jewellery.  Infringement of these rules will result in the player being barred from participating by the umpires.  Taping of nails is not allowed and gloves are not to be worn.  This includes any/all jewellery adornments on all parts of the body.
17.
Any player who has to cut fingernails, remove jewellery, etc. and is not on court when the match is due to start, must be treated as a latecomer (see EN rule 5.2).  If this means that a team does NOT have 5 players on court they lose the points.

18.
The scoring system for the League will be: -
4 POINTS FOR A WIN

2 POINTS FOR A DRAW

1 POINT FOR THE LOSING TEAM IF THEY SCORE 50%

OR MORE OF THEIR OPPONENT'S GOALS
19.
A team sheet must be handed in to the duty team each evening by a team member.  The brown team envelope MUST BE SIGNED by both umpires.
20.The team stated on the fixture list will be the Duty Team and will be responsible for the collection of THEIR SECTION of the Team envelopes.  The Duty Team is responsible for checking that their section of the Team envelopes have been completed accurately.  The team on 1st duty must pass the completed envelopes to the team on 2nd duty.  The team on second duty are then responsible for forwarding ALL envelopes to the Results Secretary within 24 hours.

21.
Each team will be asked to pay a court fee of £13 per team for each match. (Youth teams i.e. all players under 18 will be charged £7.00 per team).  Which will be invoiced at the end of the league season.

22.
Clubs/Teams are reminded that due to the short nature of the Summer League, match postponements WILL NOT BE ALLOWED.  Therefore teams finding they are unable to honour a fixture will have to CANCEL the game informing the League Secretary, the Umpire's Club contact, and also their opponents who will be awarded the points.  Teams cancelling matches are liable to pay all the court costs for that match (£26 or £20 or £14 dependant on the teams involved).

23.
Clubs with more than one team playing in the League, regardless of the division they play in, must in the event of player shortages, draw from lower teams before a game is cancelled (remembering Rule 9 regarding the number of times a player may play for a higher team).

For example: -
A club with 4 teams in the League -






Team 1/A must pull up from team 2/B





Team 2/B must pull up from team 3/C





Team 3/C must pull up from team 4/D
Should team 4 be left short of players, please follow rule 5.
24.
Any team cancelling 2 matches will automatically be withdrawn from the League.  Extenuating circumstances will be considered by the Committee, upon receipt of written application from the team.

25.
Any other cancellation of matches, for whatever reason, will be decided only by the League Committee.  Any queries regarding possible cancellation due to adverse weather conditions should be addressed to the League Secretary.
26.
In the case of adverse weather conditions, which would prove hazardous to you travelling from your area of the County, i.e. fog, black ice, floods etc., Captains are to contact the League Secretary and the opposition as soon as possible.

27.
In the case of adverse weather at the courts, Captains and Umpires are to decide if the matches are to be cancelled and inform the Committee.

28.
Any games cancelled by the League Secretary will be played at the end of the season. Teams will be notified of the time, date and venue.

29.
The Umpires for all League matches will be nominated by the Fixtures Secretary.  An umpiring schedule will be drawn up at the start of the season and wherever possible must be adhered to.

30.
If an umpire is unable to umpire a particular match, they must arrange for another umpire to undertake their commitment.
31.
If an umpire does not turn up to umpire and has not arranged a substitute umpire or the umpire arrives late, the team that the defaulting umpire is affiliated to, will have 8 points deducted from their overall points total and a £10.00 fine imposed.  In extreme circumstances and at the discretion of the Committee, the loss of points may be waived, but the defaulting umpire must inform the League Secretary of the details within 24 hours.

32.
In the event that only one umpire is present the following applies: -


a)
If another umpire is available and willing to umpire the match they may do so.


b)
The match can be abandoned and replayed at a later date.


c)
The game can be played with one umpire provided that umpire and both teams agree.

In each circumstance that a or b apply, the Team Sheet must be annotated with the details and the League Secretary must be informed by one of the team captains.  It must be noted that neither of the teams playing the match will lose the points.

33.
If an umpire is either taken ill or injured during the match, Rule 32 applies.

34.
In the event of a serious accident occurring on court, the injured player(s) MUST NOT BE MOVED until the ambulance arrives and the injured attended by QUALIFIED First Aiders.  As this will probably involve a considerable amount of time, the game will probably have to be abandoned, whereupon the League Secretary is to be informed and a re-match arranged.

35.
The following is a recommendation from the EN National Executive for implementation from November 2011:-

EN recommends that netballers (player, coach, umpire) if pregnant should only participate with approval from their doctor and not participate beyond the 12th week of pregnancy. Neither EN, nor the club will be held liable for any pregnant netballer participating in recognised and authorised activity should the expectant mother suffer a miscarriage, permanent damage to herself and/or unborn child as a result of participating.

The EN Personal Accident cover will not provide any benefit for injury, loss or expense due to pregnancy, childbirth, miscarriage or any consequence thereof.

Umpires must conform to a standard of physical fitness which allows them to keep pace with the speed and variability of the game(s)

36.
If any dispute shall arise on the interpretation of these rules or the need arises to deal with any matter not provided for in these rules, reference shall be made to the Chairperson who shall refer the same to the League Committee whose decision shall be binding on all parties.

37. Leicester Netball League cannot accept any responsibility for injury, loss or damage of possessions whilst playing in the Leicester Netball League.
